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Greenhouse Gas Policies & Compliance Checklist
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Town of Windsor 2040 General Plan
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Existing 2040 General Plan GHG Emissions Section 
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https://www.townofwindsor.ca.gov/843/Planning-Documents
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Why Update the GHG Emissions Section?
• Meeting State and Regional Mandates:

– State’s most recent GHG reduction targets (e.g., AB 
1279, 2022 California Air Resources Board Scoping Plan).

– CEQA requirements for GHG emissions.
– Aligning with regional initiatives (e.g., Bay Area Air 

District’s GHG thresholds).
• Addressing Local Concerns and Priorities:

– Community-specific actions and policies.
– Promoting community access to climate co-benefits.

• Maximizing Co-benefits:
– Improved air quality and public health.
– Reduced energy costs and increased economic vitality.
– Creation of green jobs and innovation opportunities.
– Preservation of natural resources and biodiversity.
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Context and Rationale for the Update
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Evolving Understanding and State Mandates: The Town recognizes the 
need to align with current best practices in climate action planning and 
recent state legislative requirements for GHG emissions reductions.

Grant Opportunity: The California Clean Energy Planning Program 
(CCEPP), administered by the CEC, awarded the Town a grant to develop 
updated GHG policies and a compliance checklist.

Wide-ranging Benefits for the Community



Key Policy Considerations
• Climate Action Policies: The updated section will incorporate specific, 

measurable, attainable, realistic, and timely (SMART) climate policies aimed at 
reducing GHG emissions. 

– Milestone years of 2030, 2040 and 2045 proposed.
• Focus areas for policy updates could include:

– Zero-Emission Transportation: Promoting the use of zero-emission vehicles, 
reducing vehicle miles traveled (VMT), and investing in public transit infrastructure.

– Building Decarbonization: Encouraging energy efficiency upgrades and the 
transition to all-electric appliances in both new and existing buildings.

– Renewable Energy: Supporting the development and use of renewable and zero-
carbon energy sources.

• GHG Emissions Compliance Checklist: This new tool will help improve the 
Town’s environmental review process under California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) by providing quantifiable and evidence-based GHG reduction measures 
for development projects.
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We’d Like to Hear From You! 

Do you know what the main sources of GHG emissions are 
from development projects? 

What are the biggest challenges for meeting GHG 
thresholds of significance and reducing GHG emissions 
from development projects? 
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Compliance Checklist to Support Demonstration of 
Project Consistency with GHG Policies in General Plan 
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• Land Use and Zoning Classifications
• Building Code Requirements 
• General Plan policies for: 

• Land Use 
• Housing
• Energy Efficiency
• Construction equipment idling reductions and 

maintenance: GP EIR Mitigation Measure AQ-1
• Shade Trees: Zoning Code, Complete Streets Design 

Guidelines
• Transportation
• Water Efficiency and Conservation 
• GHG Emissions Section (updates under development) 



General Plan Policies for GHG Efficiency Target and 
Zero Net Energy Goals 

• ER-5.3 Greenhouse Gas Efficiency 
Target. The Town shall ensure that all new 
development projects and Public Works 
Improvement projects would result in less 
than (*) metric tons CO2e per capita 
(including residents and employees) per 
year in order to ensure that the emissions 
targets for the years 2030 and 2050 in ER-
5.1 and ER-5.2 would be achieved. 2030 
Target previously established as 1.91 
MT CO2e per service population. 

• ER-5.11 Zero Net Energy Goals. The 
Town shall strive to implement the State 
goal of zero net energy (ZNE) in all new 
residential construction by 2020 and ZNE 
in all new commercial construction by 
2030. 
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General Plan Performance Standards Policy
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• ER-5.10 Energy Performance Standards. The Town shall require new 
construction to meet targeted energy performance standards to advance Town 
GHG reduction and other sustainability goals and policies identified in the 
General Plan. The Town will allow new development to select from a range of 
options to achieve a minimum energy performance standard, including but not 
limited to: 

– Solar easements to guarantee access to increased renewable energy generation; 
– Installation of EV charging stations in homes and in commercial development to increase 

the ability for the public to use zero-emission vehicles; 
– Passive heating and cooling building design;
– Solar roof and carport panels;
– Cool roofs;
– Smart appliances; 
– Wind generation; 
– Installation of energy efficient appliances and fixtures; and 
– Other emerging technologies as they become available. The Town shall work with 

affordable housing developers to assist in meeting the energy performance standards.



Bay Area Air District Project Design Thresholds 

• Bay Area Air District has established 
criteria to determine if a project will 
have less than significant GHG 
impacts based on consistency with 
the following project design 
thresholds:
 All-electric (no natural gas); and
 Meets CalGreen Tier 2 Voluntary 

requirements for electric vehicle (EV) 
charging infrastructure; and

 Meets regional Vehicle Miles Traveled 
(VMT) targets. 
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Format Options for Compliance Checklist
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Public Engagement and Outreach
• Community Input: The Town is actively seeking 

community feedback on the proposed updates 
through a multi-pronged outreach process.

• Public Meetings: Public meetings are scheduled to 
discuss the updated policies and the compliance 
checklist:

– August 25, 2025: Discussion on updated General Plan 
GHG policies.

– August 28, 2025: Focus on the GHG Compliance 
Checklist and gathering feedback from the 
development community.

• Online Resources: Project updates and community 
engagement opportunities available on the Town's 
website.
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Timeline and Next Steps

• Schedule: Updated General Plan GHG 
Emissions Section and compliance 
checklist completed by early 2026.

– Public meetings and survey input 
critical to updates 

– Draft will be provided for public 
comment ahead of Town Council 
review 

• Continued Collaboration: Successful 
implementation will require ongoing 
collaboration between state agencies, 
local government, and the 
community.
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Comments/Questions? We’d like to hear from you! 

Do you have suggestions on the format of the checklist, 
measures to include in a compliance checklist, or any 
questions/comments about the proposed process?
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Contact Information
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Jessica Coria
LSA’s Director of Air Quality and Climate Change Services

Jessica.Coria@lsa.net

Kim Jordan
Project Planner

kjordan@townofwindsor.ca.gov 

mailto:Jessica.Coria@lsa.net
mailto:kjordan@townofwindsor.ca.gov
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